68 THE MIDDLE STAGE AND THE READER
(e) Getting the pupils to group words by form or
sense, e.g., to suggest other words belonging to a given
topic, or other parts of speech of the same root and root-
meaning as the word in question.
Not all these exercises will be undertaken every time ;
and other exercises than these may suggest themselves
to a resourceful teacher.
In selecting which expressions he is going to practise
the teacher must decide according to their utility and
the existing state of his pupils' vocabulary. Not all
new words can be worked up in this way with each new
lesson- A readily serviceable vocabulary', even if small, z>
the thing to aim at.
At this point in his procedure, or later, one or two-
sample sentences may be written down for memorizing.
Supplementary Exercises
Besides new word practice which serves also as
practice in conversation, practice is also required in
continuous speaking. Exercises in co?itinuoiis speaking
come in appropriately at this stage of the lesson. They
may, of course, also be postponed till another period*
with the advantage of giving pupils time to make up and
rehearse what they are going to say.
Here again devices are various, e.g.—
(a) Simple reproduction of the passage in the pupil's
words.
This may be assisted by putting questions, or head-
ings, or mere ' key ' words, on the blackboard, to assist
him in recalling the matter of the passage. This is in
accord with the principle that in teaching a modern
foreign language the pupil should be enabled to concen-
trate on the language without diverting his efforts to
the matter. But, of course, not more should appear on
the blackboard than serves this purpose—a series of
single words may suffice. The temptation of many,
especially of trained teachers, to overload the blackboard
must be resisted,
(£) Setting the pupils a number of words or phrases
of a kind and sequence suggesting the development of a
given topic, which they can then weave together in a,
connected speech.

